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Agenda

• Overview of the Call for Planning Grant for International calls 
• Vinnova's National Contact Points for Horizon Europe

• Presentation of EU-SME Support Office

• Questions & Answers

We will record the first part of today’s meeting — up until the Q&A session!



Who are Vinnova's contact persons?

Jennika Gill Noltorp
Programme Officer for the call

Kajsa Nimvik
Health/ Life Science

Maria Mützell
Administrative questions

Daniela Dimitrova
Sustainable production/ 

Sustainable mobility

Yusra Imsheiel
Food systems, Societal

Development

Andrea Birch-Jensen
Digitalization

Lars Resman
Sustainable production/ 

Sustainable materials

Technical support
helpdesk@vinnova.se

Questions on Horizon Europe
Kontaktpersoner för 

Horisont Europa | Vinnova



Briefly about Planning Grant

For Swedish actors planning to apply for funding for a research 
and innovation project in an international call

Provides an opportunity to further develop and strengthen your 
project application for a published international call

Aims to enhance the conditions for more internationally 
competitive applications with Swedish participation



What is meant by an international call?

A call where applications are assessed in international competition. 

• A Horizon Europe Call. It may be an open call or a call published in a work
programme – please, link to the published call or to the published work
programme.

• Another International Call where applications are evaluated in international 
competition - please, link to the published call



Planning Project vs Main Project
Planning Project

• Purpose To develop and strengthen a project
proposal for submission to an announced
international call

• Content In the planning project, activities are
carried out to develop and strengthen a 
competitive project proposal for an announced
international call

• Timeframe The planning project may run for a 
maximum of 12 months. The start date for the 
plannning project may be no earlier than the 
decision date if a planning grant is awarded. 
The end date must be no later than one week
after the international call ha closed.

Main Project

• Purpose The research and innovation 
project for which you will apply for 
funding in the next step, in an 
announced international call.

• Content The main project is described
in the project proposal developed
during the planning project and 
submitted to the international call.

• Timeframe The timeframe for the main
project is determined by the 
international call. 



Costs for:

 Developing the project idea and application for an international call

 Strengthening the consortium's composition and collaboration

 Strengthening the scientific or technical basis (POC, prototyping)

 Strengthening the business case (IPR, business plan)

 Consultant costs when needed (writing consultants max 75 000 SEK). Justification 
required!

What can be funded?

Eligible costs:

• Personnel costs
• Material costs
• Other direct costs
• Indirect costs



 Planning projects with no intention to result in 
submitting an application to a published international 
call

 Planning projects within the Eureka programs, for 
example Eureka Eurostars

 Planning projects within Horizon Europe's Pillar 1 except: 
MSCA Cofund, MSCA Doctoral Network and ERC Synergy
Grant 

What can not be funded?



Time Line 2026

21 April 6 October

 Applications not meeting formal requirements will be rejected without assessment.
 Once we have assessed all applications, decisions of approval or rejection will be announced. 
 Our ambition is to announce the decisions no later than 4-5 weeks after the closing dates.



Who can apply?

• Small and medium sized 
enterprises (SMEs)

• Research institutes

• Academic actors

• Public sector

• Civil Society 



How much can you
apply for?

< 300 000 SEK Project partner

< 500 000 SEK Coordinator for 
project with at least 3 actors 
from 3 different countries

< 80% of the total eligible costs 
of the planning project



Organisations

• Alla parties are legal 
entities

• Coordinating part must be 
Swedish

• Foreign actors can not apply
for grant

Planning Project

• Project Manager employed
by coordinating part

• Duration max 12 months

• Completion within a week
after the International Call 
closes

• Max 75 000 SEK for writing
consultation

Application

• Follow instructions

• Direct link to the published
International Call

• Horizon Europe Call. It may be an 
open call or a call in a published
work programme. Include a link
to the call or to the published
work programme

• Write in Swedish or English

• Max 80% of total eligible costs
can be funded

• For companies: signed Vinnova 
certificate for de minimis aid

Formal Eligibility Requirements



• Fill in the application in our e-service

• Include the attachment – mandatory for 
Companies! (A signed Vinnova certificate of De 
Minimis Aid)

• Complete, mark as finished and submit well in 
advance! 

• Deadline 14:00 CET on the closing day (21 
April and 6 October)

How do you apply?



• Sustainable Production

• Sustainable Materials

• Sustainable Mobility

• Societal Development

• Food System

• Health/ Life Science

• Digitalization

• 6G

• Other – specify your Focus area

Choose a Focus area

Why?

To facilitate the 
assessment process



1. A signed Vinnova de minimis aid
certificate

NOTE! Mandatory for companies

2. Explanatory Graphic Material

• Optional attachment 

• Graphic material that clarifies the 
application

• Only graphics directly linked to a 
specific section of the application
(e.g. a work package)

• Clear two-way referencing is required

• Note! CV or other text documents
may NOT be attached!

Attachments – only two allowed



• Assessment according to the established evaluation criteria

• Externa. evaluators

• Competitive evaluation

• Recommendation for decision

• Decision communicated by Vinnova (4-5 weeks after the call deadline)

• Start report – final rapport – follow-up report

What happens next?



Questions and Answers

• Vinnova Contact Persons for the Call

• Horizon Europe – National Contact Points

• For SMEs: EU-SME Support Office



National Contact Points (NCP)

National EU-node
National Contact Points

NCP

Information from SE system to EC
via NCP networks, experts and PC

Answers questions on Horizon Europe

Helps to find matching calls and topics

Legal and financial advice

Spreads information

Strategic advice



Swedish NCPs:
https://www.vinnova.se/m/horisont-europa/kontakt/

All NCPs:
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/
opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp



Intro 
EU-SME

Support Office



Our services are financed by:

EU-SME Support Mission

To strengthen Swedish SMEs participation and the share 
of approved applications in the following programs:

• EIC-Programs
• Eurostars/Eureka
• Innovation fund
• NATO-Diana



We are EU-SME Support Office

A network of ca 20 advisors from 6 different organizations

- National coverage all-over Sweden

- Industry-wide competence across different sectors

- Collaborations with other organizations such as EEN

Enterprise Europe Network (EEN) – Sweden

- International partner search
- National financing programs
- International business developments



Our supported programs

TRL 9 Actual system proven in a real world environment
TRL 8 Actual system completely on board and qualified
TRL 7 System prototype demonstrated in an operative environment
TRL 6 Technology demonstrated in a relevant environment
TRL 5 Technology validated in a relavant environment
TRL 4 Technology verified in a lab environment
TRL 3 Experimental function for proof of concept
TRL 2 Technology concept and/or application formulated
TRL 1 Basic principles observed and reported
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How can we help SMEs?

Personal 
meetings

Information
webinars

Appication 
writing 

workshops

Personal 
meetings

Personal
meetings

Personal
meetings

Matching the 
idea with the 

call

Support for 
registration

Feedback on 
application

Support for 
signing of the 

contract

Support for 
adminstration, 
modifications, 

reporting

Support for
revision &
post-project

Desicion to applyFirst Contact Successful 
application

Project start Project end

Help Desk

SMEs would receive FREE 
support throughout the 

wole process



EU-SME Helpdesk
www.eusme.se/kontakt

EU-SME events calendar
www.eusme.se/kalendarium

Enterprise Europe Network (EEN)
www.enterpriseeurope.se

Partnering Opportunities Database
https://een.ec.europa.eu/partnering-opportunities

Subscribe to our
newsletter



More information about the Call and the 
application link can be found on the Vinnova 

website:

Planning grant for international calls



Contact us!
Jennika Gill Noltorp

Programme Officer for the call

Jennika.gillnoltorp@vinnova.se

Kajsa Nimvik
Health/ Life Science

kajsa.nimvik@vinnova.se

Maria Mützell
Administrative questions

maria.mutzell@vinnova.se

Daniela Dimitrova
Sustainable production/ 
Sustainable materials 

daniela.dimitrova@vinnova.se

Yusra Imsheiel
Food systems, Societal

Development
yusra.imsheiel@vinnova.se

Andrea Birch-Jensen
Digitalization

andrea.birch-jensen@vinnova.se

Lars Resman
Sustainable production/ 
Sustainable materials 

lars.resman@vinnova.se

Technical support
Question on e-service

helpdesk@vinnova.se

Questions on Horizon Europe
Kontaktpersoner för 

Horisont Europa | Vinnova



Thank you!


